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ACCESS NEWS #39

December 2004





Please post/circulate!

INTRODUCTION

There’s been a lot of work, and a lot of news, since the last Access News in June. In the interim, we’ve sent numerous broadcast e-mails, and updated the website monthly, to keep members and the public informed. The Access Society’s goals are public access to, and conservation of, B.C.’s cliffs and mountains. Gondolas, highway projects, toilets, volunteer events, news, management plans, representation, and more. Our work over the last year, as summarized in this newsletter, shows the need for a single, inclusive organization representing B.C.’s climbers and mountaineers. We’re doing a job that needs to be done, and with a lot of help from a lot of people, are doing it pretty well. The Access Society needs your support, membership, and donations to keep on with its work, and face the challenges ahead.

Thank You!

Donations: Vicki Powell & Charles Evans, Peter Norris, Vince Beasse, Metolius Mountain Products, Lisa Rae & Ken Grunenburg, Sandy Briggs, Joie Seagram & Dave Jones, Slipstream, Brigitte & John Brodie, Bennett Surveys, Black Diamond, Jesse South, Wendy Holmes & Dave Morriss, Kimanda Jarzebiak, Brock Wilson, Andrew Vit, Claire Ladner, Scott Morgan, John Grant, Crag X (Power Surge), Rolf Rybak, LeRoy Russ, Alanna Theoret, Corina Acheson, Salter family, Graham Rowbotham, Alpine Club of Canada – Vancouver Section, David McKie, Elizabeth Grant, Ahren Rankin, Damon Kessell, Chris Barner, Sean Sears, The Heathens, Elaho Publishing, Kevin Swanson, Jim Craig, Susann & John Young, Bob Koen, Bill Andrews, Mountain Equipment Co-op, Mike White, and Erin McGann & Greg Foweraker. (Receipts will be sent in early 2005.)

Volunteers: Far too many to list here, but including all the Adopt-a-Crag volunteers (Powell River, Skaha, Squamish, Nanaimo), the Access Society’s directors past and present, everyone who’s helped with everything happening at Squamish and in the Sea-to-Sky region, everyone’s who’s sent in information, our webmasters, and on and on. You know who you are, and we couldn’t do it without you.

Buttons: Everyone who donated $2 for a cheery “Friend of the Chief” button – a nice souvenir of a great success, and may be useful again.

Southwest B.C. Ice Climbing Report

Since 1997, the Access Society has hosted an ice climbing report on its website, maintained by our former webmaster, Adrian Burke. The site is still being maintained by Adrian, but has been upgraded and is now at www.westcoastice.com. There’s a link to it from the Access Society homepage.
Membership & Donations

The Access Society represents all B.C. climbers and mountaineers, whether or not they are members, donors, or volunteers. All the same, the more members and donors we have, the better job we can do. Right now we have 300 members: 7 clubs, 32 companies, 117 individuals, 68 families (= 136), and 8 students. As there may be 10,000 climbers and mountaineers in B.C., this could be better.

Please join the Access Society, and make a donation!
Donors of more than C$10 will receive a tax receipt. Donors of more than C$100 will also receive a free one year subscription to Gripped, Canada’s climbing magazine. Encourage all your climbing friends to join, and climbing-related retailers, clubs, gyms, and manufacturers. Buy someone a membership as a gift!

To join, see our website (www.access-society.ca), under “Get Involved”. Download, fill in and send in the membership form with your check. You’ll be in good company. (The same form can also be used for donations and renewals.) We hope eventually to take on-line memberships, renewals, and donations.

If you’re already a member, and get a yellow “Membership Renewal” form with this newsletter, it’s time for you to renew. (Your expiry date is on the form.) If you get a pink “Membership Application” form, it means you’re not a member, but should be.

SQUAMISH AND SEA-TO-SKY NEWS

Smoke Bluffs Management
A plan for development and management of the Smoke Bluffs as a municipal park will be presented to Squamish council in December. Perry Beckham, a climber, Smoke Bluffs resident, and member of the District's select committee on outdoor recreation, chaired the process, which was supported by the District and involved all stakeholders, including the Access Society. A series of meetings during autumn 2004, and help from a consultant, led to the report. If the park development plan and budget are approved, a society will be created to implement it and manage the area, made up of all stakeholders. There would be further planning, and some needed work, in 2005.

The District of Squamish recently acquired the land the Loggers' Lane parking lot is on, as well as a needed in-between piece, and re-zoned them so that their use for parking is legal. The acquisition involved considerable effort and resources. Thanks to District council and staff for their help with these matters!

Stawamus Chief Gondola Proposal Defeated

The proposal to build a tourist gondola to the second summit of the Stawamus Chief was withdrawn in early November. Squamish Council, at a well-attended meeting on September 28th, voted against the concept of a gondola on the Chief, but remained open to the idea of one elsewhere in the area. The Squamish First Nation, one of the other key stakeholders, was opposed to a gondola anywhere in the Chief-Shannon Falls area. Once the First Nation put its position in writing, the proponents gave up.

The Access Society thanks everyone who helped with the gondola debate, especially: 
· Our partners - the Friends of the Chief, and the Squamish Access Society.
· Everyone who attended the Council meeting.
· The hundreds who wrote letters or e-mails.
· Megan Olesky, Ron Enns, John Irvine, Andrea Harris, Tyrone Brett, Brock Wilson, Kevin McLane, Marie Palmer, Paul Demers, Kimanda Jarzebiak, and Lisa Richardson.
· Arc'Teryx, Mountain Equipment Co-op, and the Access Fund.
Adopt-a-Crag 2004 (Smoke Bluffs)

The annual Squamish Adopt-a-Crag, on September 11th at the Smoke Bluffs, went well. It was a wet, windy day, but sixteen volunteers, and half a dozen small folk and supporters, helped with a thorough clean-up, some brushing, preparations for finishing work at Alexis and Penny Lane, and other trail work. Special guest was Squamish mayor Ian Sutherland. Thanks to sponsors and donors, including Squamish Parks & Recreation, Starbucks (Squamish), Mountain Equipment Co-op, Gregory Packs, Gordie Smaill, and Arc’Teryx. This was one of 89 Adopt-a-Crags around North America in September, promoted by the Access Fund, with main sponsors Recreational Equipment Inc., Clif Bars, and Gore-Tex.

Socio-Economic Study of Rockclimbing in the Squamish Area

The Access Society, in conjunction with Simon Fraser University, conducted a study of the socioeconomic contribution of rockclimbing to the Squamish area during summer 2004. There was extensive data collection and surveying at all climbing areas from Comic Rocks to Cal-Chek, from late May to early October. An on-line survey is now being finalized. We hope that everyone who climbed at Squamish in 2004 will complete the survey. It will publicized on the website and by broadcast e-mail, can be done on-line, and there’ll be some draw prizes, thanks to Arc’Teryx and Mountain Equipment Co-op.

The Access Society thanks everyone who has helped with and supported the survey, particularly Randy Morris and Wolfgang Haider of Simon Fraser University’s School of Resource and Environmental Management, all those who were surveyed, and Brian Moorhead, Laura Christie and Pierre Friele. We also thank the funders - The Edge Indoor Climbing Centre, Valhalla Pure Outfitters (Squamish) - Climbers' Fund, District of Squamish - Economic Diversification Office, Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, Federal Government, Squamish Hostel, Mountain Equipment Co-op, and Alpine Club of Canada (Vancouver Section) - Endowment Fund.

The total cost was $13,000. Randy presented preliminary results at the annual general meeting in November. The on-line survey will be automatically collated and analyzed, and a draft report is expected early in 2005.

Smoke Bluffs Trail Projects

Craig Caldwell is working to finish the new Alexis access trail, and needs some help to finish the work. The Squamish Trails Society has provided materials, but some labour is required. Call (604) 815-8461, or craig(at)eclecticwoodworking.com, if you can help. There are also hopes of finishing the new Penny Lane access trail.

Peter Winter and Erik Frebold rebuilt and improved the access trail to the Sanctuary, as well as some of the belay stances/staging areas. Both had become eroded. The work involved building steps and platforms, using rebar and fallen logs, and the Access Society covered materials costs. Thanks to Peter and Erik for their work. There is some tree cutting going on in this area, which is related to a new powerline.

Sea-to-Sky Land and Resource Management Plan
The Sea-to-Sky LRMP has now published its report, after several years of work. It is, essentially, a high-level management plan, painting in broad strokes, but later land management decisions must conform to it. (About 75% of land in the region is government-owned and outside parks.)

The LRMP released its report in early December 2004. The main recreation-related recommendation, not endorsed by all stakeholders, was a ban on power generation projects on eleven rivers in the area, a concern of the paddling communities. There are seven complete power projects in the area, with applications for sixty more pending. Implementation of the report is still subject to meaningful consultation with First Nations. In an interview, one of the participants warned of a gold rush mentality with respect to wilderness in southwest B.C., and opposition by industry to any broad planning.

The Access Society had some involvement with the plan at its start, and particularly toward the end. We advocated greater consideration of existing and potential recreation in decisions on land use in the area, on management or deactivation of forestry roads, and highlighted the need for information on the socioeconomic contribution of recreation, and other backcountry activities, to the region.

2004-05 will be the first full winter under the “winter sharing accord” in this area, worked out between backcountry skiers and snowmobilers.  This is a zoning system under which some areas will be entirely for motorized activities, some for self-propelled recreation, a few shared, and some alternating. More information at www.backcountryforum.org. The recent activities of Land & Water B.C., a crown corporation, may affect the working of the accord.

Squamish Access Society

If you’re a climber, and live in the Squamish area, consider becoming involved in the Squamish Access Society, an affiliate of the Access Society. Members of the Squamish Access Society, in particular John Howe, Kevin McLane and Tyrone Brett, have done a great deal to represent climbers on Smoke Bluffs planning, the Sea-to-Sky Highway Improvement Project, the Chief gondola proposal, the Malamute, and other issues. For more information, contact:

Kevin McLane (604) 892-9797 or stone(at)elaho.ca

Tyrone Brett (604) 898-2057 or tbrett(at)mec.ca

John Howe (604) 892-5489 or jchfor(at)telus.net

SEA-TO-SKY HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Summary

The Sea-to-Sky Highway Improvement Project Recreation Focus Group has been meeting regularly over the last year, to discuss the likely impacts of the project on recreation, including climbing, and how they can be mitigated or managed. The Access Society and the Squamish Access Society have put a lot of work into this issue, which will have significant implications for climbers throughout the region. There have been innumerable meetings, phone calls, letters, and e-mails, as well as a substantial report focusing on alternatives in the Murrin Park area and a geotechnical report on alternatives at Rogues’ Gallery.

The Ministry of Transportation has now taken all the input relating to the project and its environmental impact, assimilated it into the bid documents, and is putting the contracts out for tender and negotiation. We should hear in January how this is going.

Whatever else, it is clear from developments at Culliton-Cheakamus that climbers will need to actively participate in implementation of the highway project, to ensure particularly that contractors understand not just what is important, but why it is important. They have financial constraints, and a different culture, so helping them appreciate the issues should save grief.

Murrin Provincial Park

One key concern seems to have been addressed by the highway project. The original plan was for a full three lane highway from Britannia to Shannon Falls, with blasting to accommodate a future four lanes. This would have severely damaged cliffs and boulders through Murrin Park, including Leviticus, site of some of the hardest naturally protected climbs in North America. All that is needed for the Olympics is a working three lanes. Climbers proposed in a report that in the long run the highway should be routed west of Murrin Park and Browning Lake, and that in the meantime all that should be done was the minimum needed for the Olympics. This would limit impacts on the park and its users, including climbers, reduce construction costs, and leave open the option that eventually the current highway could become a side-road leading to the park only. It would also not preclude a four lane road through the area, although that would also have high impacts not just on cliffs, but on the tens of thousands annual users of the park, and the park environment.

Stawamus Chief Frontcountry

The other area of main concern from the highway project, in the Squamish area, is the frontcountry for Stawamus Chief Provincial Park. A climbers’ meeting in Squamish in July discussed priorities and alternatives here, and the Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection later organized a meeting to discuss this. The issues include safety, the nature of the intersection, the location of the intersection, the amount of parking needed for various purposes and how it should be fitted in and connected, parking on the west side of the highway, private land in the area and plans for it, tourist parking, etc. It appeared that the safest and most practical intersection would be an overpass or underpass, with traffic and parking to some extent separated based on purpose, and this is what the Access Society supported. The District of Squamish has supported the overpass idea, but there isn’t any decision on it yet.

Rogues’ Gallery (Cheakamus Canyon)
Rogues’ Gallery is not only in the highway improvement project, but also in the Garibaldi Lake Barrier Civil Defence Zone, which complicates matters. The current parking for the area, on both sides of the highway, will disappear as a result of the project, and because it is in the zone. The zone, established in the late 1970s out of fears of further collapse of the Barrier, goes to a height of 400 metres in the vicinity of Rogues’ Gallery, well above the highway level. Debris from the 1855 slide reached the bottom of Road Warrior, at about 320 metres. One option was to establish parking at the new salt sheds, and build a trail back to Road Warrior, along the highway or perhaps higher on the slope. A trail beside the highway seemed impractical and somewhat risky - even if there is a barrier, there’s little room, and it’s at the base of an unstable slope. Topography may preclude a higher trail.

It appears that there is room for a short side road, leading to a bench above the east side of the highway that would have room for parking, although below 400 metres. The Access Society commissioned a geotechnical report on this possibility. The report assessed the threat from the Barrier in light of modern information, and the risk to those using the proposed new parking area. It was commissioned to open discussion of how parking for climbers at Rogues’ Gallery can be provided in a location that is acceptable for access, and from the perspectives of highway safety and the civil defence zone. There should be a meeting in the near future between the Access Society and responsible government staff to discuss this.

The Gorge (Cheakamus Canyon)
Construction of the Culliton-Cheakamus section of the highway, not officially part of the Highway Improvement Project, has damaged many climbs in the Gorge at Cheakamus Canyon, and access routes in the area. This includes climbs on Galaxy Buttress (StarChek), Gotham City, and Leaning Tower of Pizza. There is a lot of unstable rock and other debris above, on and around those cliffs. Access routes were largely obliterated, and both the rock and anchors on climbs may have been damaged by impacts from falling rock. The area remains posted as closed, and until further notice climbing there should be considered very dangerous.

When the Culliton-Cheakamus project began in summer 2003, the Access Society met with the Ministry of Transportation, reviewed the project and its possible impacts on climbing, and agreed on how those would be minimized and managed. By June 2004 it became clear that this was not working.  Access to and parking for climbs off Conroy Creek Forest Service Road was being significantly limited. Blasted rock was being pushed over the edge at the Gorge, causing damage, and climbers and climbs were threatened by falling rock, sometimes without warning. There were more discussions, and a further understanding that the Gorge would be closed to climbing until the end of September, that no further damage would be done, and that the area would be rehabilitated after work was finished.

The rate at which blasted rock was pushed over the edge may have increased during the summer and fall, and the total amount was substantial. Much of it ended in the Cheakamus River, which is important fish habitat. En route it caused a lot of damage to the cliffs, climbs, and access, and a lot of loose rock and debris now litters them.

The Access Society, and the Squamish Access Society, are working to do what can be done to remedy this disaster. This may include meeting with senior government officials to discuss it; scaling of loose rock off the cliffs and the area above, beside and below; assessment of the damage to climbs, access routes, and anchors, and repairing it; and rebuilding access routes. Whether the damage was caused by the Ministry, the contractor, or some miscommunication or inadvertence, the Ministry’s duty is to remedy it promptly.

GENERAL ACCESS NEWS

Lillooet Area - Ice Climbing Access
There are access issues at several ice climbs in the Lillooet-Pemberton area. See the new edition of West Coast Ice for details.
Honeyman Falls (Lillooet): This climb is in the watershed for north Lillooet, and there are serious health/waste disposal concerns. Park on Hunt Road, outside the gate, and don't urinate or defecate anywhere - parking area, trail, or climb.
Oregon Jack (Cache Creek): The landowners are concerned about climbers parking, damaging the fence, and trespassing. The solution is to walk up the road about 500 m, then follow a route around the fenced area, across the hillside. No permission is required, as the area is in a provincial park. However, please be attentive to the owner's concerns. The neighbours have now flagged the route they want climbers to use, and some signs may be posted.  Please use this route!
Michelmoon Falls (Bridge River): The owner will not permit access, so please climb elsewhere.
Pehota Palace (Mount Currie): The owners definitely do not want to allow access onto their property, and this climb and area are closed.
Fountain Blue (Lillooet - xaxlip): This is in the watershed for the native community, and access is denied. Please climb elsewhere - there are two other routes on the east side of Fountain Peak that are outside reserve boundaries.

Horne Lake (Nanaimo/Courtenay)
There is no further news with regard to our proposal to the Horne Lake cottage owners' association on climbers' access to this cliff. We plan to approach the owners again, and if possible make a presentation about climbing at Horne Lake, and how we could help. We also plan to approach the regional district. We surmise that at least some owners remain concerned about possible liability, and perhaps water quality issues. The 1999 changes to the Occupier's Liability Act strictly limited potential liability, if they didn't eliminate it, and there hasn't even been a test case. However, Horne Lake is on private land and remains officially closed.
Cougar Canyon (Vernon) - Climbers' Meeting
There was a meeting between climbers and staff from the Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection (Parks) on September 29th, organized by Lyle Knight. The meeting was open to all area climbers. Various issues were discussed, including the history, development, and needs of rock climbers in the area, and Parks’ management responsibilities at Cougar Canyon, as a protected area.  The meeting was intended as a forum for climbers and Parks staff to discuss their interests, needs, and concerns, and ways in which to work together to manage this resource. Contact Lyle Knight at (250) 545-4996 (days), or llknight(at)shaw.ca with questions or comments.
Melting Mountains

The Melting Mountains Awareness Program is an initiative of the Alpine Club of Canada, supported by the David Suzuki Foundation, the Government of Canada, and Mountain Equipment Co-op. The program seeks to educate mountain enthusiasts about the effects of climate change on our mountains, to provide them with solutions, and to inspire them to combat climate change. This issue was the subject of a large article in the October 2004 issue of Explore Magazine.

In the last two years, the Melting Mountains team developed and distributed an educational brochure that encouraged readers to take the "Peak Challenge" and reduce their personal greenhouse gas emissions. Due to an overwhelming response, the program is being expanded. To further extend the reach of the program, and to engage local parties, a series of presentations are currently being scheduled across British Columbia and Alberta for this fall and winter. The presentation schedule can be found at www.meltingmountains.org, in addition to other information about the program, resources for interested parties, and Meltwatch, a new on-line discussion forum where recreationists can post text and photos regarding changes to climbing routes, glaciers, or other impacts of climate change on our mountains. For further information, contact Melting Mountains at info(at)meltingmountains.org, or Access Society member Chris Joseph at (604) 892-3945.

Moss Removal

The New York Times reported on November 30th on the impacts of moss removal on the ecology of forests in the U.S. Pacific Northwest, and Appalachia. Commercial moss gathering is of increasing concern to U.S. researchers and land managers. Between five and twenty million kilograms are picked each year in the U.S., particularly for use in nurseries, craft stores, and florists. Much of the picking occurs in national and state forests, and quite a lot is without the required permits. Enforcing restrictions, and permits, is a large problem for government agencies with limited resources. There is a thriving trade in illicit moss. Research suggests that moss, once stripped from trees and logs, may take up to 100 years to regrow.

Bits & Pieces

New Guidebooks: The second edition of West Coast Ice (Serl, Elaho Publishing) is expected in January 2005. A new edition of the comprehensive Climbers Guide to Squamish (McLane, Elaho Publishing) will appear in early 2005.

Plummer Hut (Waddington Range): The B.C. Mountaineering Club repaired and renovated this hut in 2004, and built a simple, sturdy outhouse. The hut comfortably holds six. See www.bcmc.ca or call (604) 268-9502. The hut was built in 1969, in memory of Paul and Winnifred Plummer and family, at the head of the Tellot Glacier.

Radium Creek/Centre Creek Bridge Deactivation: The suspension footbridge to the south side of the Chilliwack River, at Post Creek, has been removed. The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection deemed it unsafe, and the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans had concerns about the location. The bridge provided access to the Radium Lake and Centre Creek trails. A bridge at Chilliwack Lake, several kilometres east, provides an alternate start.

Jumbo Glacier: The Environment Assessment Office has approved this project, and it now goes to Land & Water B.C. for preparation of a ski area plan, and then before the Regional District of East Kootenay for approval for zoning. The Regional District has the power to stop the project, but is not likely to do so, although Invermere, the nearest town, is against the project. More information is on the Jumbo Creek Conservation Society website at www.jumbowild.com.

Jim Haberl Hut Project (Tantalus Range): This hut, in memory of Canadian climber and guide Jim Haberl, is being built by the Alpine Club of Canada – Vancouver Section on the Serratus-Dione col. It will have room for twelve, including a kitchen and sitting area, and be a useful base for mountaineering in the area. The hut was pre-fabricated in 2004, with help from the 192nd Airfield Engineers, Department of National Defence, Abbotsford, and is now being stored for the winter. The hut should be erected in early summer 2005, and volunteers are needed to help. Call Liz Scremin at (604) 921-2651, or liz(at)pensiamo.com. Donations can be made by check payable to "ACC - Jim Haberl Hut", to 3991 Springtree Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6L 3E2. More information at www.jimhaberlfund.org.

Tetrahedron Provincial Park Backcountry Access: This area, above the Sunshine Coast, includes 6,000 hectares of alpine and sub-alpine scenery, including Tetrahedron Peak, Panther Peak, and Mount Steele. It offers good backcountry skiing. The Tetrahedron Outdoor Club built four huts in the area in the 1980s, and looks after the hiking and skiing trails. The huts sleep ten, and each has a wood stove, firewood, and some utensils. Use is on a first come first served basis, and is $10/person/night. Fees can be left in collection boxes in the huts, or mailed to the club at P.O. Box 545, Gibsons, B.C. V0N 1V0. Please clean up before leaving, and conserve firewood – it must last the winter, and is brought in at considerable expense. To reach the area, drive north from Sechelt past Porpoise Bay Provincial Park to Interfor’s Jackson log sort. Turn right on the Gray Creek road, then drive 11 km along the West Main road to the parking lot. The road is best suited to 4WDs with good clearance.

ACCESS SOCIETY NEWS

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting was on November 7th, at Howe Sound Inn & Brewing Company in Squamish. Over 30 members attended, on a rainy evening. We took care of the usual business - reports, financial statements, plans, elections, discussion, thank yous to everyone who helped out during the last year, and so on. Randy Morris, of Simon Fraser University, presented some preliminary results from the socioeconomic study of rock climbing in the greater Squamish area. Brian Gould entertained us with stories and slides from Europe's Haute Route, and then we distributed draw prizes from Arc’Teryx, Mountain Equipment Co-op, Gordie Smaill, and Gregory Packs.
Directors

Term ending 2005: Allen Agopsowicz (Victoria), Colin Dionne (Powell River), Lisa Rae (Sechelt), Sheilagh Seaton (Summerland), Greg Sorensen (Nanaimo).

Term ending 2006: Janet Black (Okanagan Falls), Pam Bourdon (Squamish), Dan Mack (Nelson), Mandoline Masse-Clark (Squamish & Vancouver), Jeff Thomson (Vancouver), Peter Winter (Vancouver).

The new officers are Jeff Thomson (president), Mandoline Masse-Clark (vice-president), Lisa Rae (secretary), and Sheilagh Seaton (treasurer).

We wish to thank directors whose terms ended at the annual general meeting, or who stepped down during the year: Jesse Brown, Audrey Perry, Graeme Taylor, and Brock Wilson. Anders Ourom, a director and president from 1995-2004, also stepped down, and is now part-time executive director of the Access Society.

Access Fund - Regional Workshop
The Access Fund (U.S.) held a western regional coordinators workshop in Bend, Oregon, in mid-October. About 25 climbers from the U.S. Northwest attended, together with a representative of the Access Society. There were presentations and discussions on various access issues and strategies, workshops, and discussion of how climbers can get better organized and more effective.

Organizational Change at the Access Society

We’ve been rather busy lately, and so some important organizational changes have taken a bit longer than planned to implement. However, over the next few months you can expect to see a new logo, membership brochure, membership display (at every climbing gym and retailer in B.C., we hope), and further upgrades to the content and organization of the website. (Thanks to Conor Reynolds, Mike Hengeveld and Brock Wilson for their work on the latter.) We’re also planning membership promotions at gyms and retailers, and a large fund raiser in summer 2005 seems likely.

Closed British Columbia Climbing Areas
The following B.C. cliffs, climbs, and access routes are closed as of December 2004. Unless otherwise noted, closures are as far as we know permanent. More information about the nature and extent of each closure, and what the Access Society is doing about it, can be found on the website. The list may not be complete, and does not include cliffs and climbs where there are access limitations, but access is still possible. If you know of other closures, please notify us at info(at)access-society.ca.

“Closed” means that the land owner/manager has notified the Access Society, and/or the public, that the cliff or climb or access route is closed to public use, particularly climbing. In most cases we are working to have this changed, but we make no promises apart from doing our best. Solutions can take a lot of hard work and time.

Horne Lake (Nanaimo/Courtenay).

Rocky Point (Nanaimo).

Siwash Rock (Vancouver).

Grouse Mountain (North Vancouver) – Hiking trails are closed in winter.

Alexis (Smoke Bluffs, Squamish) – The only climbs that are open are All You Need Are Jugs, Alexis Cracks, White Streak, and Groundward Bound, but only to the ledge two metres below the top of the cliff. All other climbs on this cliff are closed, as are climbs at Hot Cherry (Libya Sucks to Bill & Ben).
The Art (“Shooting”) Gallery (Squamish).

Lower Malamute (Squamish). All climbs and access trails within the railway right-of-way, which extends for 8 metres (25 feet) to the side of the tracks.

Stawamus Chief – There is a voluntary annual closure, to protect nesting peregrine falcons. The exact location and dates of the closure vary from year to year, but usually include all routes between the Black Dyke and Freeway, from about two pitches/80 metres off the ground to Bellygood Ledge, from April to July. Details are posted each year on the website.

The Gorge (Cheakamus Canyon) – Climbs at Galaxy Buttress (StarChek), Gotham City, and Leaning Tower of Pizza, pending remediation work and further notice.

Southwest B.C. Ice Climbs – Michelmoon Falls (Bridge River), Pehota Palace (Mount Currie), Fountain Blue (Lillooet – xaxlip).

Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park – Silver Spray cabin is closed in winter.

Skaha – All cliffs east of the Grand Canyon (except the Belfry), and the Lambing Grounds. There are seasonal route closures for nesting birds.

Kelowna – Kelowna Crags, Lonely Crags, and the Boulderfields, pending post-fire rehabilitation.

Cougar Canyon (Vernon): Cliffs in the ecological reserve.

Access Society Successes

The following summarizes main Access Society activities and successes since we were founded. It includes those initiatives in which we believe we had or have a substantial role. We emphasize that our work usually involves many volunteers, particularly local climbers’ groups, and working with other organizations and government bodies, who also deserve credit. There are many other things in which we have had a smaller role that aren’t listed. See the website for more information.

Advocacy & Planning

· Stawamus Chief – Led opposition to gondola proposal (2004).

· Skaha – Okanagan Land & Resource Management Plan, resulting in recommendation of park status (1995 - 2000).

· Lower Malamute – Report on access options. Work ongoing.

· Fleming Beach - Climbing management plan, and seawall widening (1996).

· Stawamus Chief Provincial Park Master Plan (1995-97).

· Stawamus Chief Provincial Park Rock Climbing Strategy (1997-99).

· Sea-to-Sky Highway Improvement Project – Recreation Focus Group (2003 -), report on alternatives at Murrin Park (2003), and geotechnical report re: Rogues’ Gallery parking (2004).

· Culliton-Cheakamus Highway Project – Impacts (2003 – 04).

· Smoke Bluffs - Various issues, including parking lot (1996), code of conduct (1996-97), Alexis (2001-03), and planning process (2004-).

· Horne Lake – Meeting with cottage owners, discussion with governments (1999-).

· Cougar Canyon (Vernon) – Organizing climbers, and meeting with Parks and others (2004).

Projects

· Skaha – Composting toilet and regular toilet, trail work (2000).

· Smoke Bluffs – Toilet construction (1997).

· Smoke Bluffs – Parking lot construction (1996).

· Squamish region socioeconomic study (2004 – 05).

· Crest Crags – Funding for work tools (1996).

· Skaha – Toilet construction, trail work, and signage (2003).

· Skaha – Acting as insured lessee and operator of parking lot (2000 – 03).

· Crest Crags – Toilet and parking construction (2004).

· Adopt-a-Crags – Skaha (annual, 1998 -), Squamish and Smoke Bluffs (annual, 2002 -), Powell River (2004), Crest Crags (annual, 1995 -), Nanaimo River (2004).

· Numerous smaller projects throughout B.C.

Organizational

· Incorporated society (1995), with over 300 members, and many donors and supporters.

· Registered charity (2004).

· Directors from all regions of B.C.

· Solid network of affiliated local climbers’ organizations around B.C. – Victoria, Nanaimo, Campbell River, Vancouver, Squamish, Penticton, Vernon, etc.

· Publications – Access News (newsletter), website, broadcast e-mails.

· Financially sound, with solid support from climbing-related clubs and businesses in Canada and the U.S.

· Strong links to related organizations, e.g. the Access Fund.

ACCESS SOCIETY DIRECTORS

· Peter Winter [Vancouver] (604) 732-5595 (peterwinter(at)shaw.ca)

· Jeff Thomson [Vancouver] (604) 224-5428 (ktjeff(at)telus.net)

· Greg Sorensen [Nanaimo] (250) 751-1154 (outerlimits(at)shaw.ca)

· Sheilagh Seaton [Summerland] (250) 490-7412 (sendit(at)shaw.ca)

· Lisa Rae [Sechelt] (604) 740-5811 (lisacrae(at)yahoo.ca)

· Mandoline Masse-Clark [Vancouver] (604) 254-8714 (goddessmandoline(at)hotmail.com)

· Dan Mack [Nelson] (250) 352-2634 (dan(at)cavecreeksystems.com)

· Colin Dionne [Powell River] (604) 487-0487 (fjordcoast(at)shaw.ca)

· Pam Bourdon [Squamish] (604) 892-9271 (pam_bourdon(at)uniserve.com)

· Janet Black [Okanagan Falls] (250) 497-5164 (janitor(at)canada.com)

· Allen Agopsowicz [Victoria] (250) 477-2259 (mr-al(at)shaw.ca)

CLUB & CORPORATE MEMBERS

Alpine Club of Canada (national – Canmore)

Alpine Club of Canada (Vancouver)

Alpine Club of Canada (Vancouver Island)

Arc’Teryx (Burnaby)

B.C. Mountaineering Club (Vancouver)

Bennett Surveys (North Vancouver)

Black Diamond (Salt Lake City, Utah)

Blakemore Inc. (Flagstaff, Arizona)

Cliffhanger (Vancouver)



Cliffhanger (Coquitlam)

Climb On Equipment (Squamish)


Columbia Valley Climbers Association (Golden)

Beyond the Crux (Kelowna)


D.R. Forestry Consultants (Campbell River)

Greg Diamond & Associates (Whistler)

The Edge (North Vancouver)

Elaho Publishing (Squamish)


The Escape Route (Whistler)

Fringe Filmworks (Vancouver)


Great Wall Climbing (Whistler)

Grouse Mountain Resorts (North Vancouver)

The Heathens (Campbell River)

Kootenay Mountaineering Club (Nelson)

Metolius Mountain Products (Bend, Oregon)

Mountain Equipment Co-op (Vancouver)

nice industries climbing equipment (Victoria)

N.O.L.S. (Conway, Wash.)



On Sight Equipment (Garibaldi Highlands)

Orthogonal Endeavours (North Vancouver)

Outer Limits Excursions (Nanaimo)

Outward Bound Western Canada (Pemberton)
The Romper Room (Nanaimo)

Selkirk Mountain Experience (Revelstoke)

Skaha Rock Adventures (Penticton)


Slipstream Rock & Ice (Brackendale)

Squamish Hostel (Squamish)

Squamish Rock Guides (Squamish)


TLM Survey Services (Squamish)

Trek Outdoor Education Program (Vancouver)
Valhalla Pure Outfitters (Squamish)


Wild Rock Adventures (Squamish)

Is your club, gym or retailer missing?  Encourage them to join the Access Society!  We send a complimentary newsletter to climbing clubs, businesses and gyms, with a membership application.  Please join!
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